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As agreed I attended the Third Meeting of IMCO, and acted as observer on behalf
of ICES. A copy of the Agenda is attached.

Despite the name of the Committee, there was little of direct relevance to
environmental matters, most of the work being taken up wirh administrative, legal,
and mechanical requirements necessary to implement the 1969 Amendments, the 1973
Convention and its Protocol related to intervention. Some aspects of· the
meeting are relevant to lCES interests and worthy of note.

Agenda, 1tem 4

a) Hazard evaluation of noxious substances. This work is being carried
out on behalf of IMCO by GESAMP. The Committee asked GESAMP to give
priority to a short list of hazardous substances carried in bulk, as
submitted by the International Chamber of Commerce. In its report,
the GESAMP Working Group noted the absence of published data related
to toxicity of many of these substances, and the MEPC agreed to cir
culate arequest to governments to provide information and where
possible to carry out acute toxicological assessments. As this would
be a large undertaking, I did not feel this was a matter which I could,
without consultation, suggest that lCES should handle. However, lCES
may wish to consider this again whenthe circular is distributed.

b) Activities by other organisations of interest to ICES and related to
marine pollution are described in MEPC 111/4, and MEPC 111/4/2.

Agenda, Item 7
Procedures and arrangements for the dis charge of noxious liquid substances

Norway, the Netherlands and the USA have made significant advances in the
study of rates of discharge of liquid wastes from vessels, and it seems
likely that it will be possible to predict the rates of initial dilution of
liquid waste from avesseI under way, providing several simple parameters '
are known. This will have an obvious bearing on scientific studies related
to the dumping of wastes at sea from vessels, and will clearly'be of value
to those Working Groups of ICES which deal with problems referred to it
by the Oslo Convention. A further programme of future work was agreed,
and,when completed, a detailed report will be made.
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Agenda, Item 9

MEPC Symposium to be held in Mexico, 22-31 March 1976

It was confirmed that this Symposium will deal essentially with practical
problems related to the compliance with the IMCO Conventions. Little scien
tific discussionrelated to marine pollution is anticipated.

Agenda, Item 12

Sewage discharge from ships

Because of lack of information, this item was postponed, and a technical
assessment with proposals will be made by Canada and the USo

Agenda, Item 15,

Guidelines for technical assessment LOt' the intervention under the Inter

vention Protocol •MEPC confirmed its decision takenatthe last·'meeting that intervention
(eg distribution of a ship by a nation threatened by pollution) could take
place only on the merits of each case, and that all local factors needed to
be taken into aeeount. It was agreed that two papers presented by the
Seeretariat and the UK (MEPC 15 and MEPC 15/2) dealing with administrative,
legal,and teehnieal aspeets of intervention would be drafted as a single
document outlining the steps to be taken when a potential intervention
situation oeeurs.

Agenda, Item 17

Any other Business

a) At the request of MEPC 11 the UK submitted a list of approved disper
sants. Although it was not the intention of the UK, a discussion
started on the philosophy of using oil dispersants. Canada expressed
concern about their use on grounds of toxicity, and it was announced
that a' bilateral study by the US and USSR would be eoncluded in 1976, ~

and a joint report made. It therefore seems likely that there will be
further discussion on this topic at future meetings of MEPC.

b) The next meeting of MEPC will take place in October. Most of the time
will be devoted to 4 working groups dealing with: Hazard evaluation
by GESAMP, Technical assistance, the Intervention Protocol and
Arrangements and procedures for the discharge of toxic liquid sub
stances.
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for tbc third Gosoion of thc &.rine Environncmt Protection
Comoitteo to be held a.t !NCO Rco.dquarters, London, W.l,

fron Monday 23 June at 10.00 a.D. .
to Friday, 27 Juno 1975 '

Opcnincr of the session

Adoption of tho .Aeenda.

Sto.tuo of international conventions rolatillß to carina pollution froD sbipo
of which IMCO io deposito.ry

Proaresa report on tho \-lork of other nroo bodiee rela.tiDß to. tho prevention
ond control of r:w.rine pollution froD chipo

Marine pollution nctivitioo outoide tho Orconizntion

l1ocno for cnourincr tho provision m".d oo.intcnn.nco 01' ndoqua.to rcception
fa.cilitios in porto

Conoidorction of drn:ft rcviced perforoancc otandarda ror oily wa.tor
D01?tU'atine equipo.ent and oil contcnt notoro

Proceduroa ond a.rrnnccccnts for thc diocharco of noxiouo liquid cubstoncoc

Tochnicol a.ooistonco in tho ficld of Dk~ino pollution

Sy.cpooiuo on prevention of Darine pollution froD ohipo
. (Aco.pulco, 17oxico, 22-;1 !1o.rch 1976) ,

Io.proved oethodo of cnforccoent of convcntion requireconta with pa.rtioular
reforcncc to o.::::r~""CI1cntc for incpection c.t loo.dina ond. ropc.ir porto

.Stond~ oethod of idontifico.tion of tho courco of discho.rßod oil

Stcndnrdo nnd toot Dcthodo for oporc.tiono.l roquircoents of n seWO\3C tronmcnt
plc.nt for shipo
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1;. Furtber dcvclopncnt cf n conprchensivo anti-pollution nanual

14. Fomulation of an out1ine of 0. conprchcnsivo plan for the dove1opncnt of
noo.surcs niDccl at protcctins tbc ocrino onvironocnt fron pollution fron
ships

15. Guidolinos for tecbnico.l o.ssessocnt ror possib1e intervention ~der the
1969 Intervention Convcntion and thc 1973 Intervention Protocol

i6. Future work progrtlDOc and do.te of next soosion

17. Any other business

18. Considcro.tion of tho report of tho CoDDittoc

lroto: llconde itcos 5 throuc...'l 9 inc1usivo ere principo.l itens to which the
CcDDittoc will ßivo con~idoro.tion with priority, wherco.n itcns 10
throush 15 will bo civcn considcro.tion in so fo.r as tioe pornits durina
tho sosoion


